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Maduro & Curiel’s Bank Group is a privately held bank, which was established in 1916
as the first commercial bank in the Dutch Caribbean and continues to be the leading
financial institution of the Netherlands Antilles and Aruba.
Maduro & Curiel’s Bank Group is affiliated, since 1970, with The Bank of Nova Scotia,
Canada’s most international financial institution, which serves over 10 million customers
in 50 countries around the world. MCB also maintains a network of correspondent
banks throughout the world, which include representation in all of the world’s money
centers.
Maduro & Curiel’s Bank Group prides itself on extending personal and customized
financial services to its personal and commercial clients through its branch network in
Curaçao, its subsidiaries in Aruba (Caribbean Mercantile Bank NV), St. Maarten and
St. Eustatius (The Windward Islands Bank NV), and Bonaire (Maduro & Curiel’s Bank
Bonaire NV) and through its Representative Office in Amsterdam.
Maduro & Curiel’s Bank Group believes that its clients and communities deserve to be
provided continuously with the most innovative services and products in personal,
private and commercial banking and in investment and insurance services.
Maduro & Curiel’s Bank Group provides financial services at the highest level of
integrity and maintains strict guidelines for ethical business conduct which the Bank,
all of its executives and staff must comply with. These include strict adherence to
principles of client confidentiality and to anti-money laundering regulations.
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Management’s
Report
It is a cliché to say that our future is our youth. Cliché or not, however, we have
plenty of reasons to be very proud of the youth of our Islands. In this Annual Report
we continue the tradition of placing the spotlight on a particular development in our
communities, and this year we dedicate the 2004 Annual Report to the youth of the
islands of the Netherlands Antilles and Aruba. In this past year, young people of all ages
have excelled in undertakings from sports to culture, from social work to literary
publication, from individual accomplishment to team efforts.Through the youth highlighted in this Report, we applaud and commend all who in one way or another have
made their mark at a young age as a person to be reckoned with in our future.
This past year for our bank was one also dedicated to the future. Important transitions
took place at both the Supervisory Director and the Executive Management levels. Lio
Capriles retired as CEO after 50 years of active and successful service to our bank and

Maduro & Curiel’s Bank Group is the largest private sector employer in the Netherlands
Antilles and offers its employees good working conditions, opportunities for growth, an
equitable income and ample social benefits, security of employment and the opportunity to own part of their bank.

took on the challenge of Chairman of the Board of Supervisory Directors, a position

Maduro & Curiel’s Bank Group serves its shareholders by providing them with a fair
and equitable return on their investment and strengthening of their bank by continuously adding to its reserves.

the operations of our bank. The new Chairman has this year also introduced a self-

Maduro & Curiel’s Bank Group believes that sounder communities provide a healthier
environment in which to operate and is committed to using its human and financial
resources towards the goal of enhancing the well being of the peoples of all of the islands
on which it does business.

managers of various departments of our bank. All of this has further strengthened the

Maduro & Curiel’s Bank Group welcomes your inquiries, directed to our President,
on any of the above topics or on any subject in connection with our bank.

is rapidly stamping his own mark on that high office. Chicu has been on the forefront

vacated by Nicole Henriquez upon her own request. In addition, Claude Norfolk was
elected Vice Chairman of the Supervisory Board. The Board’s Audit, Credit, Risk,
Compensation and Succession committees actively continued to oversee in more detail
evaluation process for members of the Supervisory Board as well as monthly informal
meetings where the Directors can receive more in-depth information from the
corporate governance structure of Maduro & Curiel’s Bank.
At the Executive Management level, Chicu Capriles became our bank’s new CEO and
of accentuating all that is positive in our community, and in Curaçao the bank’s new
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slogan, “Let’s give positivism a chance,” has become a rallying cry to spur new positive

This past year we again donated record amounts to relieve some of the social needs of

developments in our society and in our economy.

our community and to stimulate the positive development of our youth. We are particularly grateful that so many on our staff have continued to volunteer their free time to

Regrettably, the economy of the Netherlands Antilles barely grew in 2004, while

assist the neediest in our societies.

Curaçao’s economy, our main market, continued to decline. The economies of Aruba,
St. Maarten and Bonaire did grow in 2004 and their growth was of importance to our

The bank’s net earnings surpassed the previous year’s by 12%. In the earnings-category

bank’s growth.

our smallest market showed the greatest growth, with our bank in Bonaire recording
record profits. Our bank in Aruba again posted most impressive earnings and profit

Maduro & Curiel’s Bank’s consolidated balance sheet marked growth of 7.1% in 2004.

growth. Most of all, however, we are very proud to report that all our banks recorded

Among the markets in which we operate, the greatest relative balance sheet growth was

increased net profits in 2004.

experienced in St. Maarten, where the economy is growing very nicely due to both
local initiatives taken to enhance the tourist product there, as well as a large increase in

These fine results would not have been possible were it not for the hard work of our

cruise calls and stay-over tourists.The bank’s consolidated equity continued to grow, last

loyal and dedicated staff and the support of our Supervisory Directors and Shareholders,

year by 5.9% as our Shareholders continued to invest in their bank.

especially in view of the declining economy of our main market of Curaçao. To all of
them go our warmest gratitude. We trust that we can continue to count on their

Loans were up on a consolidated basis by 3.5%.The relative greatest loan growth was a

support during the coming year and beyond.

gain experienced in St. Maarten, followed closely by Aruba, which also enjoys a strong
and growing economy. Client deposits once more increased significantly, by 7.9%,

We continued to make significant investments in 2004 to further the level of service we

evidencing clients’ confidence in our bank.The largest growth of customer deposits in

extend to our clients and the efficiency of our bank. We upgraded the teller system of

absolute terms was in Curaçao, perhaps an indication that funds are being saved instead

our bank in Curaçao and in 2005 will do so also with our banks in all the markets we

of invested due to the lack of economic growth and confidence here.

serve; we are already seeing some of the benefits of that as we offer new enhancements
to client-service.We also moved to a new credit card processor, which will enable us to
offer new products and services to our clients; the first of these, a local currency gift card
usable at over 2000 merchants in our markets, was launched just in time for the yearend Holiday Season. Our Internet-based home banking system is being renovated as
well, and the new MCB@Home was launched in the first month of 2005.
A Risk Manager has been added to the senior officers of the bank. His task will be to
assess the elements of risk present in each of the bank’s business units and operational
areas. The Risk Manager reports directly to the President as a concrete signal of the
importance of this new position for our bank, and he has as well frequent contact with
the chairman of the Board’s Risk Committee.

Little League’s champion team visits MCB Management
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At the very end of 2004, we took an important step to create new facilities for our

issues that confront our country. Together, the private and public sectors seek to reach

clients and an even better working environment for our staff by buying a large plot of

a consensus on timely actions to remedy the ills of our society. We believe that the

land at Rooi Catootje in Curaçao on which we will build a state-of-the-art banking

future of our people - and of our youth - lies in continuing in a constructive way this

center. The planning for this new banking center has started and we look forward to

spirit of dialogue and of working together.

breaking ground in 2005.
The new year will see a referendum held on all islands of the Netherlands Antilles on
In our 2003 Report we mentioned that our trust companies were among the financial

the future political structure of these islands: an election in Aruba for its government,

institutions, which became victims of the Parmalat scandal that was uncovered at the end

and the preparation for elections in early 2006 for the Netherlands Antilles government.

of that year. That experience made it abundantly clear to us that in the trust business

It will therefore be a politically challenging year, and one in which the private sector of

one’s reputation does not depend on what one does, but on what one’s client does.We

each of the islands must take the lead in creating new economic growth in order to

therefore decided to exit that business in the fourth quarter of 2004.We are pleased that

alleviate the combined problems of poverty and unemployment.

we were able to realize a management buy-out such that, for the trust companies’ clients
and staff alike, the change will be a minor one.

Fortunately, there are a number of exciting projects on the drawing board or ready to
take off on all islands of the Netherlands Antilles and Aruba.These can be found in the

The year 2004 saw a change in the Netherlands Antilles government, which also

hospitality, transportation, utilities, infrastructure, telecommunications, health, and trade

promised to bring with it a more directed and concentrated approach to fighting the

sectors.As always, our bank stands ready to support, both financially and otherwise, these

country’s ills of poverty, high national debt, high unemployment, and a stagnated eco-

projects and initiatives, as well as any new undertaking by local and foreign investors.

nomy. In addition, it also appeared likely that the relationship with the government in

This is the commitment that all of those who have come before us made to the

the Netherlands would improve and that more support would be forthcoming from

communities of the Netherlands Antilles and Aruba in the 88 years of our bank’s history,

there.While the new government took some positive steps, regrettably it fell well short

and it is a commitment that we repeat today without hesitation.

of expectations due to continuous infighting among members of the governing
coalition and to misplaced priorities.
Our ABC islands were rudely awakened last year by the fact that hurricanes can do
damage even to island communities outside the Caribbean’s hurricane belt. Aruba, and
to a lesser degree Curaçao and Bonaire, suffered significant damage from the heavy rains
which accompanied hurricane Ivan, and we are all fortunate that this terrible hurricane
passed well to the north of us.

Lionel (Chicu) Capriles II

William H. L. Fabro

Ronald Gomes Casseres

President

Managing Director

Managing Director

Last year we awarded the MCB Prize in Curacao to the Kolaborativo, an informal
institution and forum in which leaders of labor, business, and government meet on a
regular basis to discuss and attempt to resolve through dialogue some of the difficult
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Financial Report

Maduro & Curiel’s Bank N.V.

Condensed Consolidated Balance Sheets
December 31, 2004

December 31, 2003

Assets
Cash and due from banks

and Subsidiaries
December 31, 2004

December 31, 2003

1,322,847,000

1,153,768,000

1,975,059,000

1,902,217,000

3,297,906,000

3,055,985,000

Due to banks

23,464,000

23,705,000

Acceptance outstanding

28,964,000

30,415,000

Accrued expenses, taxes and other liabilities

146,065,000

151,486,000

Total Liabilities

3,496,399,000

3,261,591,000

Authorized 1,400,000 shares of NAf 50 each.
Issued and outstanding 1,006,000 shares and
1,004,000 shares respectively

50,300,000

50,200,000

129,665,000

119,301,000

6,400,000

6,438,000

Total stockholders’ equity

186,365,000

175,939,000

NAf

3,682,764,000

3,437,530,000

Liabilities
NAf

1,291,226,000

1,179,271,000

Government paper and other investment securities

161,189,000

118,997,000

2,020,767,000

1,952,275,000

180,618,000

156,572,000

28,964,000

30,415,000

Loans (note 1)
Bank premises, equipment and other assets
Customers’ liability under acceptance

NAf

3,682,764,000

Current Accounts

NAf

Time deposits and saving accounts
Total deposits

3,437,530,000
Stockholders’ equity

Reserves and undivided profits
Minority interest

Independent Auditors’ Report
To the Board of Directors and Stockholders of Maduro & Curiel’s Bank N.V.
We have audited the consolidated financial statements of Maduro & Curiel’s Bank N.V. and its subsidiaries (the ‘Bank’) for the year ended
December, 2004, from which the condensed consolidated balance sheet was derived, in accordance with International Standards on Auditing.
In our report dated February 17, 2005, we expressed an unqualified opinion on those consolidated financial statements.
In our opinion, the accompanying condensed consolidated balance sheet as of December 31, 2004 is consistent, in all material aspects, with
the consolidated financial statements from which it has been derived. For a better understanding of the Bank’s financial position and the
results of its operations for the period and of the scope of our audit, the condensed consolidated balance sheet should be read in conjunction
with the consolidated financial statements from which the condensed consolidated balance sheet was derived and our report thereon.
PricewaterhouseCoopers Netherlands Antilles
Curaçao, Netherlands Antilles
February 17, 2005.
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KPMG Accountants N.V.

Notes
1. Loans are stated net of unearned income and allowance for possible losses; such allowance is based
on management’s evaluation of the loan portfolio.
2. Commitments and contingent liabilities for forward contracts, guarantees, etc. granted on behalf of
customers, amounted to approximately NAf 83,500,000 and 80,975,000 at December 31, 2004 and
2003, respectively.
3. The Bank complies with the General Rules of Conduct (as adopted by the Curaçao Bankers’
Association) concerning the relationship with customers in the areas of customer identification,
compliance with the law, and confidentiality.
4. The Bank’s capital adequacy ratios exceed the minimum requirements of the Basle accord.
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Supervisory Directors
& Management
Board of Supervisory Directors

Board of Managing Directors

Maduro & Curiel’s Group
Commercial Banks

Consumer Credit Corporations

Aruba

Aruba

Caribbean Mercantile Bank N.V. branches at:
Airport Reina Beatrix, Boulevard, Caya

L. (Lionel) Capriles,
Chairman
C.S. (Claude) Norfolk,

Lionel Capriles II, President
William Fabro
Ron Gomes Casseres

Vice Chairman
M.E. (Morris) Curiel,

Assistant Managing Directors

Curaçao
Maduro & Curiel’s Credit Company N.V.

Bonaire
Maduro & Curiel’s Bank (Bonaire) N.V.

Mortgage & Savings Banks

branches at:

Curaçao

Airport Flamingo, Hato, Kralendijk, Rincon
Curaçao

Honorary Supervisory Director

N.V. De Curaçaosche Hypotheek Bank
N.V. De Spaar- en Beleenbank van Curaçao

A.C. (Tony) Allen

Moira Blok-Arenda

Maduro & Curiel’s Bank N.V. branches at:

J.M. (José) Alvares Correa

Raquel Geerman

Airport Hato, Barber, Bloempot Center,

Insurance

Ms. J.L. (Jacqueline) Curiel

Kenneth Isidora

Breedestraat, Brievengat, Colon, Emmastad,

Curaçao

Ms. N.D. (Nicole) Henriquez

Ruthsella Jansen

Freezone, Montagne, Otrobanda, Punda,

Maduro & Curiel’s Insurance Services N.V.

F.B. (Frank) Kunneman

Shaffie Whiby

Rio Canario, Saliña, Sta. Maria,

Royal & SunAlliance Insurance (Antilles) N.V.

World Trade Center

R.H. (Rob) Pitfield
J.M. (Jaime) Saleh

Representative Office

R.E. (Rick) Waugh

Edward Logeman

Bush Road, Cole Bay, Pondfill, Simpson

(The Netherlands)

Bay/Airport Road, Mazinga Center, Statia

Real Estate
Curaçao
Progress N.V.

Investments

Deputy Supervisory Directors
International Representatives

Aruba
Caribbean Mercantile Securities

F. (Frank) Brandao
Mrs.Y. (Yvonne) Delvalle née Alvarez-Correa

Sidney Maduro (Venezuela)

P. (Pat) Minicucci

Luis Ivandic (Mexico)

Mrs. L. (Loretta) Moreno

St. Maarten / St. Eustatius
The Windward Islands Bank Ltd. branches at:

E. (Eduardo) de Veer
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Betico Croes, Noord, San Nicolas, Sta. Cruz

Caribbean Mercantile Credit Company N.V.

Administration Co. N.V.
Curaçao
MCB Securities Administration N.V.
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When the Caribbean comes to mind, one thinks

ahead for them, creating even more pride in the

immediately of sun, sand and sea – elements for lots

community they represent, if they choose to

of fun, joyful music and entertainment. Crystal clear

continue on their now-chosen paths.

waters at the beaches surround the islands: ideal for

The islands of the

all kinds of water sports, and talents in these areas

The absolute highlight of last year was the team of

are easily exposed under such circumstances. In

young baseball players from Curaçao, representing

spite of the entertaining comedy film ‘Cool

the Caribbean, winning their first World Series

Runnings’ about Jamaican bobsledders at a world

championship title in the Little League, beating the

championship, it is not very likely the Caribbean

feared teams of the US and Asia, which were

area will produce world-class skaters, skiers or bob-

considered the likely title candidates. The Curaçao

sledders. The climate, environment and geogra-

team, however, was determined to settle for

phical location make it much more likely for the

nothing less than the championship, making the

region to produce all kinds of indoor sports

Curaçao society proud of each and every one of

like karate, judo, basketball, volleyball, as well as

them, and especially of them as a team. This

outdoor sports such as baseball, soccer, swimming,

equally counts for each of the other outstanding

windsurfing, etc. In music though, this may be

youngsters profiled in this report. This overview

different – as one may start in a certain style and

does not pretend to be complete, but it gives

then gradually develop into entirely other genres,

an indication of how motivated many of the

but often including elements of regional music…

youngsters are to exploit their talents optimally,
even when the conditions, such as training facilities,

The Caribbean represents a collective of rather

are sometimes far from optimal.

small island communities.Yet it is amazing to focus

champs

on the excellent results of some of its inhabitants,

Maduro & Curiel’s Bank is proud of these and

often achieved while overseas. This creates an

many other local youngsters for their outstanding

enormous pride and awareness with the local

performances in their different fields.As the leading

population of its capacity to perform well in a

banking champion on our islands, our Bank feels

global environment. If we narrow it down to the

comfortable in the ranks of these Island Champs

Netherlands Antilles and Aruba, it is very rewarding

and we look forward to following them to even

to realize a new generation has come forward with

greater achievements.

remarkable achievements in different international
areas of sports, music, literature, science, modeling,
politics, etc. Therefore, the spotlight of this Annual
Report will shine on just some of these youngsters,
mostly teens, from Aruba, Bonaire, Curaçao and
Sint Maarten who have excelled in an international
surrounding, realizing that much more may lay
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fear of wind or water, even toddlers step on small

and his one year younger brother Elton ‘Taty’

boards and sail off, amazing the many on-lookers.

Frans were the first world-class products of the

Bonairean windsurfing pioneers are involved

Bonaire’s Kids’ program. Tonky Frans immediately

in running The Place, like former Olympian

was crowned ‘King of the Caribbean’ at the end of

champion Constantino ‘Patoen’ Zaragosa and Elvis

the 2002 season, winning the competition at home.

‘Piskechi’ Martinus. These masters guide the local

“That was the first time I really felt like a pro. It was

youngster of all ages in their training programs.

like I was in a movie,” he observed. One year later,
Taty got his chance, winning the title of ‘King of
the Cape’. The brothers are ranked in the top 5 of

for the Bonairean community. Windsurfing allows

the world in the Freestyle category.

the local youth to be involved in a healthy activity

Bonaire,
a heavenly place for windsurfing

and pursue a positive goal.The growing importance

The two brothers are grateful that they are able to

of the sport for the development of the youth, as

earn a living by doing what they love and do best,

well as an additional attraction for visitors to the

and that right on their own doorstep. When they

island, was recognized by Maduro & Curiel’s Bank

are not on the road for a competition somewhere

(Bonaire) N.V. This led the Bank to becoming

in the world, be it indoors or outdoors, the two

involved as the proud main sponsor of the PWA

enjoy being on the water at Lac Bay in Bonaire,

“King of the Caribbean” Freestyle finals.

always looking for new tricks to outdo their

The island of Bonaire is renown for its rich coral

professionals at Sorobon in Bonaire. In 2002 the

reefs and diversity of marine life growing abun-

Professional Windsurfers Association (PWA) held its

dantly near its shores and in the surrounding ocean,

freestyle finals there for the first time: the King of

At the 2002 PWA championships, the world took

they truly realize how privileged they are to be able

as well as for its vast wildlife sanctuary for the

the Caribbean tournament in Bonaire. The PWA

notice for the first time of two brothers who

to train year-round under such ideal circumstances?

graceful pink flamingos. In order to preserve these

was clear in its final statement: “After two days of

prominently stepped up to position themselves as

Yes, they do, they say, especially when they are away

natural gifts, strict legislation was introduced to

insane action, the word is already out that Bonaire

the new leading pros. Everon ‘Tonky’ Frans (20)

from home.

avoid deterioration of its reefs. Gradually the island

is amongst the best freestyle destinations in the

obtained worldwide recognition, continuously

world. Warm, knee-deep crystal water, constant

chosen one of the top dive spots in the world, for

sunshine and steady trade winds have all won the

which it has come to be known as a ‘divers

favor of the sailors”.

paradise’.
It is no wonder that the island has developed into a
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Nurturing this talent became an important purpose

In recent years, the island has added yet another

school for new talents in this specific sport. A team

characteristic to its fame. Similarly based on incre-

of young entrepreneurs and proficient windsurfers

dible ideal natural circumstances, the island has

established The Windsurf Place some years before at

developed into a place par excellence to practice

that same ideal location at Sorobon. Here, tourists

aquatic sports, in particular the sport of wind-

can rent surfing equipment to loosen their muscles

surfing! Not a stint, but a logical conclusion based

while at the same time local youngsters learn the

on expert opinion and after practice by top sports

tricks and trades of this agile sport. Without any

competitors, including each other. One wonders if

Taty

Tonky
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was especially disappointed at the distance he had

delegation was very small, it was a pleasure to hear

to walk each morning to catch a bus to the compe-

so many people calling out the name of his island.

tition (in a cold 45ºF for this tropical sportsman).

The

Karate
Kid

from Curaçao

The next international championships will be held

He managed to win though, 5-3, beating his

in September (Pan-American in Uruguay) and in

Mexican opponent. In the following fights he

November 2005 (World Championship in Cyprus).

showed more self-assurance: the second one

At the beginning of the year the training with the

winning from the USA 4-0, the third from Brazil

Curaçao selection began. In the meantime,

3-0, and the last from USA 4-1, which gave him the

Jairzinho Fraites is jogging, playing soccer and

gold medal. This experience, says Jairzinho, taught

water polo to keep up his condition, and at home

him that he should always start out with confidence

he trains his karate kicks with his father. Even with

and not let anything intimidate him. The atmos-

such a busy schedule Jairzinho continues to do very

phere at the games was terrific. Everybody was

well at school and says his goal is to continue going

yelling for everybody, and since the Curaçao

only for the gold medals.

Talents do not fall out of the sky. They are born,

just a few countries were represented: Puerto Rico,

here on earth. As was the case in 1987 when

Dominican Republic, Venezuela, USA, and

Jairzinho Quiomar Fraites was born in Curaçao.

Curaçao. Jairzinho Fraites fought his competitor of

After thorough training sessions under professional

the USA, who finished with silver, while Jairzinho

guidance, he has, since last year, been winning gold

won gold. Jairzinho had already met his American

With sponsorship from a variety of private compa-

NAOC has hired experts to monitor the progress

medals in almost all the karate competitions he has

opponent twice before: in championships in

nies and the support of the International Olympic

of these sportspersons on a continuous basis,

participated in.

Venezuela and in Trinidad, and each time he had

Committee, the national Olympic committee of the

particularly when they participate in international

won. However, the contestants were not part of the

Netherlands Antilles, NAOC, has launched a pro-

competitions and during special training camps.

national but of school selections.

ject called ‘Young Promising Athletes’. The initial

The program also provides them with individual

six athletes have been selected to participate in this

medical guidance (for better treatment of any

Since the age of four he has been training with his
father, Franklin Fraites, who is an international

16

He found himself a little nervous in his first fight.

Expert guidance for promising athletes

karate referee for the Caribbean region. Jairzinho,

Jairzinho also participated in the ‘real’ Pan-

program, with the intention to give them a four-

injury and to avoid injuries as much as possible),

now 17, forms part of the Curaçao Karate Selection

American Games, in September 2004 in Santiago

year long preparation for the next Olympic Games

guidance on an appropriate eating pattern

in which the ages for the 20 active youngsters are

de Chile, where the number of countries represen-

in 2008 in Beijing, Republic of China.The six that

(including a diet especially geared towards top

between 14 and 19. Almost every month of last

ted was impressive: amongst others Brazil, Uruguay,

will get this intense guidance to become world-

sports), mental guidance by psychological experts

year he won a gold medal in some competition,

Mexico, USA, Honduras, Peru, Venezuela, Puerto

class athletes are Rodion Davelaar (15, swimming,

(to handle the unavoidable stressful situations), and

be it local or international.

Rico, and – of course – Curaçao. The countries

see page 32), Rasid Winklaar (17, tennis), Nishaira

technical support for their intense

were represented by their karate selections, all at the

Isenia (16, swimming), Kendrik Bakhuis (16,

training programs.

In May he participated in the WADO Pan-

expected high level of competition. At first,

swimming), Prince Kwidama (19, track & field),

American championships in Puerto Rico in which

Jairzinho was intimidated by his surroundings and

and Brian Mariano (20, track & field).
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In 2005 an internship will be offered at the

enough to be accepted, and Nailah made it yet

European Parliament in Brussels and Strasbourg for

once again.The program, which is modeled on the

the first time. Of the four participating countries, all

Lantos internship program on Capitol Hill, will run

fellows from the program years 1999 through 2004

for three months and in Nailah’s case this will be in

could apply, of which only ten would be chosen.

Brussels, from March to May 2005.

A large number of fellows applied, including

Nailah considers this internship to be an opportu-

Nailah, and again the procedure was tough. It

nity beyond what she imagined. She is convinced

included two motivational letters that led to the

that this experience will also contribute to her for-

first selection.The ones who passed were invited to

mation as a human being and that later on in life

an interview, once again very tough. From the

she can use all that she will learn to the benefit of

Netherlands three youngsters were fortunate

others, this being her main objective in life.

The formation towards a

useful human being
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Virtually born a

tae-kwon-do fighter

Nailah Fernando, born in Curaçao 22 years ago,

member of the Youth Advisory Board of the

studies Dutch Law at the University of Tilburg, the

Federation for Antillean Youth Care from her 13th

With the full support of his mother and professionally coached by his

Netherlands, specializing in International Law.

to her 18th year, they readily wrote one of the

big brother, who has a tae-kwon-do center at the city of San Nicolas,

When she read about the core program of

letters of recommendation. The Dutch Refugee

Emile Barry grew up practicing the fighting techniques of tae-kwon-do,

Humanity in Action (HiA) on the website of the

Council, for which she was working as a volunteer

using both hands and legs. At age 5 he started taking lessons seriously

university, it immediately triggered her interest.The

at the time, provided the other one. Around 90

and at age 11 he was selected for the first time to represent his island at

program offered a combination of aspects she had

students from all over the Netherlands applied. She

a competition in Bonaire, immediately taking first place in his category.

encountered during her studies and in which she

was chosen as one of 10 Dutch students to partici-

His brother then started preparing him to compete internationally more

was very interested, such as human rights, relations

pate in the program. During her participation in

often. At age 12 he represented Aruba at the Kingdom Games in The

between religions and refugees, and aspects she

the program she recognized that its interdisciplinary

Netherlands and from there on he knew this was his passion. He went

considered to be closely related to her history, like

nature, in which subjects were approached from

on winning medals at international level, like silver at the Panamericano

slavery and colonization.

a lot of different angles, opened her eyes to the

2002, gold at the Mexico Open of last year and gold as well at

various sides of these issues. It once more made her

Panamericano 2004 where he was also crowned ‘best fighter’ in his

The criteria for being chosen to participate in the

realize that there are many people in this world and

category of 54 kilo.

HiA program and become a fellow were on a high

in every neighborhood in desperate need of help,

Emile Barry has his goals set on the next Olympic Games in China,

level. Several documents were required, including a

and she feels the need to contribute. Because of this

because he firmly believes he will be the first Aruban to return home

reaction to an article sent by HiA and two letters of

she applied for the internship offered by HiA as a

with an Olympic gold medal around his neck. He definitely will have to

recommendation. Since she had been an active

follow-up on the program.

fight hard for that.
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Multitalented
Taking over the

catwalks

Naeem Juliana trains rookies
Some youngsters are extremely serious in their
efforts at a very early age.Take for example Naeem
Juliana. As a native of Curaçao, Naeem began
swimming training four times a week in 1994 at the

In recent years more and more of our youngsters

finally signed a contract with one of the top 5

age of 5 as a member of the Sithoc club. One year

have achieved great results at modeling contests all

professional agencies in the USA, Ford Model

later his parents decided to move to St. Maarten,

over the world. One may speculate what the source

Management. Last year Deva Dee started working

where he became a member of the Super Splash

is of these successes, but the fact is that Curaçao has

for them and immediately appeared on the cover of

Club, training three times a week. Soon after he was

recently produced some world-class models. In the

several popular magazines, such as Glamour,

selected to compete in local and international

male section, Danny Janga has an interesting story

Seventeen, YM, Yes, Elle and Covergirl. She

meets, such as in St Croix and St Barths. After six

to tell in this regard. Unfortunately though, he is

also did promotions for various fashion houses

years he shifted to another club where he had a

difficult to get hold of since he was selected as the

and famous brands, like Target, Kohl, and

better chance to compete at a higher level of

main actor in the Dutch version of The Lion King,

Ambercrombie & Fitch. Also, just as she did as a

swimming. Now in his third year on the Carib

touring in theaters throughout The Netherlands.

hobby while still in school, she designed fashion

swim team he trains five times a week, adding up to

accessories for international companies.

a total of ten hours each week.

In the female section, Deva Dee Siliee is another

Her modeling and related activities have taken her

success story. In 2003, after passing her final exams

to several parts of the world. Deva Dee also

Naeem Juliana has taken part in swim meets all over

as the best student at the secondary school in

appeared in a video-clip of R&B singer Wycleff

the Caribbean, including on St. Lucia, St. Croix,

Curaçao at the age of 17, she was preparing for a

Jean; she was one of the models at the Fashion

Curaçao, Martinique, Santo Domingo and the

participating in several international competitions,

university study. Since she had always loved to

Week in Miami and had a role in a program of

Bahamas. At the latter, at a swim meet of the

including again on St. Barths, Aruba and Santo

dance and was one of the outstanding members of

Oprah Winfrey.

Carifta Games, Naeem Juliana was the sole repre-

Domingo. He trains tae-kwon-do twice a week and

sentative of the Netherlands Antilles and won a

has recently earned his black belt.

the group ‘Kombinashon Modèrno’, she participated for fun and merely out of curiosity with

Realizing that her modeling may be a temporary

colleagues from 30 other countries in the

career, Deva Dee plans on financing her own study

International Female Model contests in both

at a university in the USA to obtain a degree in

Naeem does well in school and when he was in the

youngster is that he regularly helps out with the

Curaçao and Aruba, and guess what? She won both!

political science and international law. There is no

fourth grade of primary school he added another

training of younger kids in tae-kwon-do. It is

Once on stage, she radiates a charisma that did not

doubt that whatever Deva Dee decides to do, she

interest to his swimming and began taking tae-

obvious that Naeem Juliana appears to be looking

go unnoticed by representatives of model agencies,

will strive to find her way to the top.

kwon-do lessons. It did not take Naeem long to

out for his successors in the sports he himself likes

excel in this sport as well, and he soon began

to participate in.

of which several immediately offered her a job. She
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bronze medal.
What is also interesting about this multitalented
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gold at the
Olympics

Flagman reaches for

semifinals. Nevertheless, this remarkable achieve-

ing events. With his results he has already earned a

ment did not go unnoticed. He was asked to join in

scholarship for a university in Texas where he will

at training sessions, including for the Netherlands.

be drilled to improve his skills and to strengthen his
confidence. He firmly believes in training hard to

To Churandy, the fact that he did not reach his ulti-

make more progress in the years to come and gra-

mate goal last year was not the end of the world.To

dually become one of the fastest men in the world.

the contrary, it was just the beginning. It has made

At the Beijing games in 2008 Churandy’s aim is to

him stronger in every sense of the word. He gained

represent his country and his island, and he will be

An Olympic medal is not (yet) the centerpiece of his display trophies

experience at a very young age, which will un-

running for an Olympic gold medal, which would

related to his numerous achievements in the sport of athletics. Yet

doubtedly be of great advantage to him at upcom-

be a very first ever for our nation.

Churandy Martina’s first participation at the Olympic games last year
in Greece already made him the youngest athlete at the Olympics in
Greece to reach the quarterfinals in the most popular part of track &
field event, the 100 meters. Churandy is also the first Antillean athlete
ever to get this far in track & field under the Olympic flame.
The irony of it all is that he had not even planned to participate at the

The young world champion
is a born

horseman

2004 games. Churandy Martina (20) loves sports and his ambition is to
reach for the sky. His aim was, and still is, to excel at the 2008 Olympic

Since the age of 3, Chayon Kock (now 6) of Aruba

games in Beijing. However, while in training in the past two years and

has been practicing - and winning in - the eques-

occasionally participating at international athletic competitions, his

trian sport, collecting a series of enviable titles.

results and progress were so impressive that he rather easily qualified for

Under the tutelage of his uncle Igor Kock, the

the Greek Olympic games. Consequently, the Netherlands Antilles

youngster practices diligently and with discipline

Olympic Committee (NAOC) selected Churandy Martina as the flag-

from one to four times a week, depending on the

man of the small delegation of the Netherlands Antilles at the 2004

competitions that lie ahead.

Olympics to take part in track & field.
From early on it was clear that the lad had some
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In the humid and warm climate of Athens, he was in the same first heat

special talents, which were well beyond his very

with renowned sprinters like Maurice Green and Dwight Thomas.

young age. Chayon shows proficiency in various

These two were sure to qualify for the next round, but who would join

areas of his sport, from ‘Paso Fino’ to ‘Troton

them in third place? The next to qualify turned out to be the then-

Galopero’, which is usually reserved for much older

championship held in Puerto Rico. Due to his very

unknown Churandy Martina, with 10:23 on the clock, from a little-

horseback riders.

young age, Chayon still has many years ahead

known place called ‘Curaçao’. In the quarterfinals he had to compete

Chayon, who until now has never lost a single

before he is allowed to compete in the senior

against other established names like Francis Obikwelu and Ronald

competition he has entered, accomplished his

championships, and other riders are undoubtedly

Pognon. Much to his regret, due to a bad start in the quarterfinal heat,

greatest feat yet when in August 2004 he won the

already shivering in their saddles for when that

he clocked 10:24, which was not fast enough to get through to the

Gold Medal for the age group 4-6 at the 5th world

moment arrives.
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team managed for the very first time to win in a

fastball, showed signs of fatigue. With the score at

close match of 9-8. A 4-0 shut out over next rival

5-2 in the sixth inning, just when their opponents

Mexico opened the door to the finals, where their

appeared to be making a late comeback, relief

opponent would be the American team from

pitcher Jurickson Profar was sent to the mound. In

Thousand Oaks, California which had gone

combination with good fieldwork from the entire

undefeated in its previous 22 games.

team of Curaçao, their very first world title was
secured.

Statistics, though, played no role once ‘Play Ball!’
was called on August 29, nor did the fact that over

The next day the Little League World Series

34,000 spectators (more than one-quarter of the

winners got a warm and heroic reception at the

population of Curaçao) looked on at the stadium,

airport in Curaçao before they made a tour over

or the tens of million more who followed the game

the island. It was remarkable how at the many

on TV via the ABC network, also back home.Team

events that followed, including the year-end festi-

manager Vernon Isabella has had a good influence

vities to render homage to these young world

on the team as the youngsters in the field displayed

champs, these young baseball players kept their

a great sense of collective effort, good skills, and

composure – as if they were already preparing for

Baseball world champs

aggressiveness and were seemingly not at all

prolongation of this fabulous title. One wonders

hindered by nervousness. The pitchers did what

how many of them will develop into Major League

was expected of them, while the batters were ‘right

stars in the years to come. With this remarkable

have their eyes on Major League

on the ball’. Their early lead of 3-0 in the final

world class win, Curaçao has proven to the world

game contributed to a grip on the game. In the fifth

that it has more than enough young baseball talent

inning,‘The Big Fellow’, as the ABC narrator called

to make it all the way to the top.

the dominant pitcher Carlos Pineda with a deadly
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For quite some years Curaçao has been sending

Last year, however, came the break-through. The

Little League baseball team selections to the Little

Little League team of Curaçao (11 and 12 year-olds)

League World Series in the different age categories.

started off by grabbing the title of Caribbean

One of Major Baseball League’s best outfielders of

champions, finishing undefeated at the competition

the last several years, Curaçao-born Andruw Jones,

in Aruba. It was not the first time the local baseball

as a little leaguer also took part in the Caribbean

players had obtained the right to represent the

pre-selection series followed by the final rounds of

Caribbean at the world championships, but this

the Little League World championship in

time it seemed as if something different was

Williamsport, PA. Although the Curaçao teams left

hanging over this victorious ‘Liga Pabou’ team.

a good impression each time they participated, they

Once in Williamsport last August, the Caribbean

always lacked just that little bit more to shake off

champions piled up three wins to earn the right to

their competitors, mainly from the US and Asia, to

move on to the play-offs. In the next confrontation

be crowned the World Champion.

with Taiwan, the Asian champions, the Curaçao
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Young author
hunts for a break-through

Music talents
combined with

social engagement

Teen Stephan Olbina has always loved books and since the age of 6
developed his creative side by writing stories and books himself. He
began by writing short stories, with Winnie the Pooh as the central
character, and by the age of 9 he had written eight thrillers in Dutch.
One of these was to be published locally, but it turned out that the
so-called publisher was not serious and nothing was ever heard of him
again. Stephan did not, however, let this discourage him. He taught
himself to write novels by studying books like How-to-write and the
Writer’s Digest. He wrote his first thriller in English when he was 16,
even though English is not his native language. Writing this book,

Tiffany Dopwell was just 7 when she started taking

specific event opened the door for her to travel to

music and singing lessons from her present teacher

New York where she visited the BET 106, and the

Anastasia Larmonie, who, as a jazz singer, is the

Park and Apollo Theaters. Last year was a great year

In September 2004 his ‘Hunting Season’, consisting of 312 pages, was

musical ambassador of St. Maarten. It was a golden

for Tiffany. She won the Talented Teen Competition

published by iUniverse, Inc. For Stephan, now 18, this is his first inter-

discovery, because within weeks she performed

again, and she was also the winner of the Carnival

national success of which he is very proud. The book is available through different web sites on the

successfully in a jazz concert at one of the island’s

2004 Teen Speech Competition, the Carnival 2004

Internet and it is also available locally at several bookstores. In January 2005 a book signing took place in

largest hotels. From there on, not only did she im-

Best Interview, and the Carnival 2004 Teen Queen!

Curaçao.A brief on the ‘Hunting Season’ has been sent to various editing agencies in the USA, and Stephan
is hoping to hear that his story has been accepted and that he will receive a contract. Doing well in school,

prove her singing of R&B, Jazz and the Caribbean
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‘The Forces of Darkness’, 943 pages long, took him two months.

beat of Calypso, but she also learned to play the

In addition, she shares her talents to help the needy

Stephan writes during school vacations. For the ‘Hunting Season’ the research took him 10 months.

piano and the steel pan. Since then, Tiffany’s star

in her society. Her Lady Tiffany Foundation has

Starting at six o’clock in the morning and stopping at 11 at night everyday with just a lunch-break in

has been on a constant rise and she has received

engaged in several activities for the less-privileged

between, the actual writing of the book took only one month. Stephan does not consider this tiresome.

several awards for her excellent performances.

in the community. For example, the Foundation

Since he has a clear idea of what is going to happen in the story, he is anxious to finish one chapter and

held a fundraising barbecue in aid of the young

start on the next. Besides being interesting because someone so young wrote it, the plot of ‘Hunting

In 2001 she was the Junior Road March Queen of

Rachandi Martina who had to go abroad for a

Season’ is full of twists and turns, which highly increase the suspense.

the island’s Carnival, as well as the first runner-up at

much needed and urgent operation. Tiffany also

the Junior Carnival Calypso contest. In 2002 she

sings annually at the TelCell Christmas party for the

At the moment Stephan is working on a screenplay called ‘Deep Waters’. For the time being he will keep

finished at the top again for the Carnival Calypso

underprivileged children of the Crystal Home and

the subject of this thriller a secret. He is a very ambitious young man, and is little by little working on a

contest.Tiffany considers, however, that her biggest

The Star Light Foundation.All of this goes to show

love story and is thinking up plots for another 15 books he wishes to write in the coming years. Following

achievement up to now was winning the local

that this talented youngster does not only have a

the publication of ‘Hunting Season’, Stephan continues to hunt for that great international break-through,

Talented Teen Competition in October 2003; that

good voice, but also a kind and caring heart.

which he is certain will come one day soon.
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A

Gold Medallist
at consecutive
Special Olympics

Ivan Bell seeks gold
at every

judo competition

Juliette Oduber has overcome her handicaps by excelling in

At the tender age of 4 in 1996 Ivan Bell began

swimming, taking her first swimming lessons in The Netherlands. In

practicing judo at the Samurai Judo Club on

1994 she started competing locally as a member of the Aruba Dolphins

St. Maarten. Two years later he started competing

Club under the supervision of instructors Roly Bisslik and Randy

at international championships, where he won

Arends. That same year she went to her first competition outside of

several medals and awards. No less than seven

Aruba, in Curaçao, where she started building up a reputation as a

times in a row he has won the Central American

‘wholesaler’ in medals.

& Caribbean Judo Championships. Loving the
challenges that judo offers, Ivan Bell has competed

In 1996 she attended her first Special Olympics in Connecticut, USA,

in and won the US Open World Judo Champion-

immediately taking home three gold medals. That same year she

ship in Florida, and has also won many other inter-

repeated her international success at swimming competitions in

national awards.

Trinidad. During the Kingdom Games of 1997 in Curaçao, she really
impressed everyone at the exhibition swimming competition. In 2003

Last year he competed in the International Judo

Juliette was again selected to represent Aruba at the World Summer

Championships & the Central American &

Games of the Special Olympics, held in Dublin, Ireland, where her

Caribbean Judo Championship in the Dominican

booty consisted of two gold and two silver medals. In July last year

Republic where he won two gold medals. In that

she out-swam everyone again at the Caribbean Games of the

same year at the Caribbean Judo Championships he

Special Olympics in Kingston, Jamaica, again earning two gold and

won one gold medal, and at the Independent

so far collected a total of 28 medals in local and

two silver medals.

International Judo Championships he won another

international competitions: 20 gold, 6 silver and

gold medal. Participating at the US World Judo

2 bronze.

An interesting detail of Juliette’s life is that she not only competes

Championship in Fort Lauderdale, he won silver in

with other handicapped sportspersons, but occasionally also in regular

his own age category and then in a higher category

Ivan Bell has been the top Athlete in the Pan

competitions, where she gives her competitors a real hard time.

of 44 kilos he won a silver medal again.

American region for 2 years. In his short career, he
has so far won in every competition in which he

She loves the sport of swimming so much that she has meanwhile
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started passing her knowledge and experiences on to others, tutoring

At the Pan-American Judo Championships, Ivan

has participated. Ivan, representing St. Maarten, is

younger swimmers and preparing them for future Special Olympics

Bell captured the gold medal from the Dominican

on the right path to many more achievements in

swim meets.

Republic. This youngster, just turned a teen, has

the future.
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Volunteer work abroad an
eye-opening experience
When the daughter of two of our employees was willing to share her

ship with her family, and that the quality of life for

While other volunteers have taken over her duties in

those Zambians is determined by not having the

Zambia, Karinely plans to continue doing this same

fear of contracting the HIV virus. It also opened

kind of volunteer work. To be better equipped to

her eyes to what others elsewhere consider impor-

do so, she now plans to study the French language,

tant, such as a human being able to develop his

as especially in Africa this is the best way to do

abilities to the fullest, without gender forming an

humanitarian work in a much more professional

obstacle. Before she went there, her priorities in life

manner. With a possible career in helping others

were so totally different.

overseas, Karinely truly is a modern missionary.

valuable experiences in a situation abroad, totally different from what she
had known until then at home and in her life, it made her a richer person in every sense. Such a story is an in-house case of special achievement , which easily deserves to be included among the stories of our
youth who have excelled internationally.
Karinely Isidora is the 21-year old daughter of Karin and Gregory Isidora.
Karin works at the Personal and Small Business Accounts department,

Ighmelene Marlin plans to
keep playing

the pan

while Gregory is Assistant General Manager for Application Services at
the Information Technology Department of Maduro & Curiel’s Bank in

Now sixteen years old, Ighmelene Kimberly Marlin, a native of St.

Curaçao. After finishing secondary school in Curaçao and while not

Maarten, started taking classes in dancing, swimming, tennis, and music

yet sure what to do next, she started doing volunteer work for the

at the age of four; later she added the steel pan.This specific instrument

organization Humana, part of the ‘People to People’ organization head-

is a trademark for much of the music coming out of the Caribbean but

quartered in California. She went there to receive special training after

it takes a lot of practice to really dominate it.

being selected for a team of international volunteers to assist in an Aids
information campaign in Zambia in Africa. Over there, she was at first

At first contact Ighmelene Marlin may come across as being shy and

overwhelmed by the great differences in culture, but once she got the

preferring to stay in the background, but when it comes to her hobbies

attention of the African youngsters, speaking as much as possible in their

and particularly to her tenor steel pan, she is focused, has a strong

own language, she taught them about alternative ways of seeing things,

will and undeniable leadership qualities. Her intelligent, diligent, and

such as the role of a woman and a man in any society. For example, she

cooperative manner has earned her, within three years of learning to

convinced the boys and girls to sit together at the information sessions

play the steel pan, the honor of being a tutor for beginners and inter-

on Aids, instead of sitting separately as they were used to.

mediate pan students, a position she dearly values and takes seriously. She is an active participant in Ebony
Steel Pan Concerts and is often seen playing steel pan at various functions on St. Maarten.

There were no medals or awards to be won in this work, but the rewards
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of sending the message that one can attain a better control of one’s life

Although playing pan music means a lot to Ighmelene, she does not neglect her duties at school. After

and health were great. In the meantime back home again in Curaçao,

finishing secondary school in her native island of St. Maarten, she plans to study for a pharmaceutical

Karinely Isidora feels enriched by her experiences in Zambia during a

degree at a University in the Netherlands. The dedication and drive of their disciplined daughter must

period of 6 months. It helped her realize the meaning of her relation-

sound like music to the ears of her very proud parents.
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the moment for him to explode. Rodion generally

in Indianapolis. Even though they were not set to

feels very self-assured and when at international

win any medals and none of them made it to the

competitions supporters of other countries do not

finals, Rodion improved three of his personal

cheer for him, and he wins the contest, he considers

records, much to the joy of his coach. His presence

them the losers.

there made him even more committed to remain
true to his nickname the ‘Golden Rooster’. His

The

‘Golden Rooster’
aims at being a world champion

Until now he has just had a taste of what a world

aim is to keep winning every championship he

championship is. Last October he and a couple of

participates in, seeing each as a stepping-stone to

other swimmers from Curaçao got a chance to

one day capturing the gold at a world champion-

experience the atmosphere at such a championship

ship and ultimately in the Olympics.

Aruban lad remains

well on course
You have cycling, on race bikes or mountain bikes, but there is also the
BMX category: small bikes where the rider needs to be extremely

Locally as well as regionally the media nicknamed

part. The participants were required to swim 23

dexterous and flexible to stay on course. Seven year-old Aschwin

14-year-old Rodion Davelaar the ‘Golden Rooster’,

times in five days of competition. His strongest

Dabian of Aruba is a member of the Street Wise BMX Racing Team of

because during his career in swimming, which

opponent was a Jamaican youngster who was

Aruba, practicing the sport of BMX since 2002 at the age of five. Last

started when he was 6, he has won so many gold

swimming for the second time in this category,

year was his best year yet in this sport.After winning the title of Aruba’s

medals. Last year was a record high for this young

while it was Rodion’s first time in the same

BMX champion, he prepared for his next competition at the Pre World

talent, since he conquered a high trophy in almost

category. Nevertheless Rodion took home the

2004 races in the Dutch city of Valkenswaard. Meanwhile accustomed

every competition he participated in.Yet it appears

gold, and he also broke a championship record.

to that bumpy racetrack, he was indeed better prepared to participate

there is much more in store for this young and

During this specific competition he won 9 medals

shortly after in the 2004 UCI BMX World Championships, also in

highly talented sportsman.

in total: 4 gold, 3 silver and 1 bronze, not to

Valkenswaard, where he came in on a well-respected third place.

mention one silver medal which he won as part of
In 2004, for example, from July 1st through the

the relay team.

7th, he participated in the Caribbean Swimming
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Aschwin has already represented Aruba at several international competitions; apart from The Netherlands,
also in Venezuela, Ecuador and Colombia. For example, at the Pre Latino Americano competition in

Competition in Kingston, Jamaica, where besides

Rodion is not easily intimidated and what makes

Ambato, Ecuador, he obtained second place. In 2004 he finished as the undisputed winner at the Válido

Jamaica, countries like Puerto Rico,Trinidad,Virgin

him a competitive opponent is that he always

Internacional in Venezuela and the Aruba International BMX Shoot-Out. He considers his third place at

Islands, Barbados, Bahamas, Suriname, Dominican

calculates how to save some energy for the final five

the world championships his greatest achievement yet, but he is long from done with his sport. His inten-

Republic, Aruba and Netherlands Antilles took

meters when everybody else is burnt out. That is

tion is to become a BMX sportsman and to participate once at the Olympics on his favorite BMX bike.
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A

‘Lady da Vinci’

The ‘seniors’

steps forward in St. Maarten

that helped pave the way

Even now, centuries later, people are still amazed at the many talents
that Leonardo da Vinci exhibited during his rather short life: as a

While our eyes in this Annual Report have been mainly fixed on a new generation of outstanding young

painter, sculptor, designer, architect, inventor, and scientist with

persons, there is an army of others who have quite recently developed into respected professionals in their

special interest in the elements of mechanics and human and animal

respective areas internationally.The expectations for this talented group in their late 20’s and early 30’s are

anatomy. The same multifaceted characteristics come to mind when

still high, as they have only just begun to establish a name in their various fields of activities, be it, among

one takes notice of the many interests and accomplishments of the

others, in sports, science, and music. In a sense, they have helped to pave the way for the generation that

young and dynamic Kimberly Gilkes, whose academic and extra-

follows them.

curricular activities go way beyond her high school age.
If in the past our young baseball players had no local idol to look up to, gradually they are now being
It started at the Adventist Primary School, where she was an honor role

spoiled.Today Aruba and Curaçao can look towards more and more local players in the biggest leagues of

student from grade 1 right through to grade 6, and finally graduated as

professional baseball. It all started in the 80’s with Curaçao born Hensley ‘Bam Bam’ Meulens, the very first

the best student in Mathematics and Science. She won the Mother

from these islands to make it to the Baseball Major League in the US, playing for the New York Yankees.

Day Poetry Competition and the Mother Day Essay Competition of

In his footsteps others followed: Calvin Maduro, Eugene Kingsale and Sidney Ponson from Aruba, as well

the local newspaper,The Daily Herald.

as Andruw Jones, Randall Simon, Ivanon Coffie, and Diego Markwell from Curaçao.

When in 2001 Kimberly enrolled at the St. Maarten Academy, it was

There is no doubt that Andruw Jones of the Atlanta Braves is the best example of a success

the same story. She has been an honor role student each year, as well

story and a role model for all young sportsmen with international ambitions. His remarkable

as the chief editor of the school magazine and member of the school

Major League debut on August 15, 1996, in Yankee stadium of all places, the then 19-

debating team.

year-old rookie from Curaçao hit two home runs in a row in a play-off game that stunned

In her out of school activities, she displays the same story of excelling

the sports world. He has since grown in his role. In 2004 he won the Gold Glove Award for the 7th

in everything she does. She has a special distinction (level 1 & 2) from the British School of music and has

consecutive year, and he is recognized as one of the best outfielders of the Major League ever.

displayed her own paintings at three art shows – who would expect that from a scholar? Furthermore she

Looking in this context at the success of Curaçao’s Little League team, it appears as if the flow of

is a member of Teen Times, of the Philipsburg Seventh Day Adventist Church, the Pathfinder Club, and

youngsters from these islands into the professional circuit of US baseball has only just begun.

Excalibur Student Society and a ballet student at the Motions Dance School. Kimberly spends her spare
time playing and listening to music, working on youth leadership, reading, dancing, art, public speaking and

In music, specifically in jazz, international recognition has been achieved by ‘senior

debating, writing poems, performing at recitals, cycling, and swimming.

youngsters’ such as singer Anastasia Larmonie from Sint Maarten and percussionists Martin
Verdonk and Pernell Saturnino from Curaçao. Special mention should also be made of pianist
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Kimberly’s achievements make one wonder what more she could possibly aim for. This modest youngster’s

Randal Corsen, who last year was the first Curaçao musician to win the coveted and

plan for her immediate future is to strive for a degree in law. One just knows, however, that there will be

prestigious Edison Musical Award of the Netherlands in the jazz category. He was awarded for the high

much more to come as she moves forward on the path of life.

musical quality of his first solo CD ‘Evolushon’, which includes arrangements of renown local musicians as
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well as some of his own compositions, which represent a combination of traditional Antillean music and
strong jazz elements: ‘Antillean jazz’ that is! As pianist, arranger and composer, Randal was also involved
with all three CD’s of singer Izaline Calister, also from Curaçao, who has been nominated twice for the
Edison Award.

Main Offices

In a completely different musical arena, mezzo soprano singer Tania Kross, a native of
Curaçao won several important awards in Europe: first prize in the Christina Deutekom
Concours 2000, the NPS Cultuur Prijs 2000, and an incentive prize in the Rosa Ponselle
International Competition for Vocal Arts in New York. In 2003 Tania was selected to
represent the Netherlands in the BBC Singer of the World Contest in Cardiff, where she received a lot of
attention with her interpretations of the arias of Ottavia and Sesto. Currently she is representing the
Amsterdam Concertgebouw in the Rising Stars series, giving recitals in major concert venues around the
world, including Carnegie Hall in New York and Cité de la Musique in Paris.Tania excels in an area that
is remarkable for someone from the Caribbean.This just goes to show again that the talents of our people
have no boundaries.

talented
setting a good example

pride
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generations

Maduro & Curiel’s Bank N.V.
Head Office
Plasa Jojo Correa 2-4
P.O. Box 305
Curaçao, Netherlands Antilles
Telephone : +599-9-466 1100
Telefax
: +599-9-466 1122
Swift
: MCBKANCU
E-mail
: info@mcb-bank.com
management@mcb-bank.com
Website : www.mcb-bank.com

Caribbean Mercantile Bank N.V.
Caya G.F. (Betico) Croes 53
Oranjestad, Aruba
Managing Director:W.G. Carson
Telephone : +297-582-3118
Telefax
: +297-583-0919
Swift
: CMBAAWAX
E-mail
: executive_office@cmbnv.com
Website : www.cmbnv.com

The Windward Islands Bank Ltd.
Clem Labega Square/Pondfill
Sint Maarten, Netherlands Antilles
Managing Director:V.P. Henriquez
Telephone : +599-542-2313
Telefax
: +599-542-6355
Swift
:WISBANSM
E-mail
: info@wib-bank.net
Website : www.wib-bank.net

Maduro & Curiel’s Bank (Bonaire) N.V.
Kaya L.D. Gerharts 1
Bonaire, Netherlands Antilles
Managing Director: E.L. Piar
Telephone : +599-715-5520
Telefax
: +599-717-8584
Swift
: MCBKANCUBON
E-mail
: mcbb-credit@bonairelive.com

The Netherlands
Representative Office Amsterdam
Edward Logeman
Strawinskylaan 843
W.T.C.Toren B (8th floor)
1077 XX – Amsterdam
Telephone : +31-20-575 3136
Telefax
: +31-20-575 3137
E-mail
: rep.office@mcb-bank.nl

Venezuela
S.L. Maduro
Caracas
Telephone : +58-2-226-3509
+58-2-266-7007
+58-2-261-3648
Telefax
: +58-2-263-1701

Mexico
L. Ivandic
Mexico, D.F.
Telephone : +52-5-256-0622
Telefax
: +52-2-208-7182

editing and coordination: INTERMEDIATE N.V
design: Creativa Graphic Designs
photography: Prince Victor, Edsel Sambo, from websites, and snapshots from family and friends
printer: Drukkerij De Curaçaosche Courant N.V.
40

